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_ ANGLICAN CHURCH ASSEMBLY RESOLVES TO 
ASSIST EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


A debate of considerable importance took 
‘place in London on Thursday, February 
Sth, during the recent sessions of the 
Anglican Church Assembly, which were pre- 
‘Sided over by the new Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. 

A special Commission had been working 
on the subject of Anglican help in the recon- 
‘struction of European Church life. Their 
‘Report was before the Assembly and the 
Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G. K. A. Bell, moved 
that the Report be accepted and imple- 
“mented. . 

The Report contained a survey of the 
material and spiritual problems confronting 
European Christian Churches. In a general 
‘introduction the Report stated: 

“The ending of the military aggression 
of Germany and Japan is an essential pre- 

liminary to the general work of reconstruc- 
tion. But it is already clear that it is not 
" the material injuries alone which are calling 
out for repair; there is still the greater need 
of spiritual rebuilding. Of all the crises in 
which the nations are involved, the spiritual 


is the gravest. Nearly everywhere there is ~ 


_a profound distrust, coupled with an increas- 
ing moral disintegration. 
~ “The rendering of assistance to our fellow 
Christians j in the task of reconstructing their 
work in Europe, though in itself a-plain and 
obvious duty, has a very close bearing upon 
the general. reconstruction of the political 
and social life of the nations on the Con- 
tinent. There is a widespread desire to re-es- 
tablish life on the basis of the Christian ethic, 


but this hope can never be realized unless. 


the witness and influence of the Christian 
Church is a living and vigorous force.” 


A survey of needs illustrated the problems 
as they are arising in a number of European 
countries. 

Under the heading “Reconstruction Plans’ 
the Report described the Department of 
Reconstruction which has been set up at 
Geneva under the auspices of the World 
Council of Churches and the work of the 
Joint British Committee for Christian 
Reconstruction in Europe. = 

On the Church of England contribution 
the Report writes: 

“The Commission cannot doubt that. once 
the members of the Church of England rea- 


lize the gravity of the spiritual crisis in 


Europe, as well as the needs of the suffering — 
Churches, they will wish to give the utmost — 
possible assistance. The Commission records _ 


its conviction that one supreme way in which ea) 


this help can be given is through prayer. 


It would urge that prayer should be con- ~- 
tinually offered throughout the dioceses for _ 
the strengthening of the Churches in their ~ 
ministry within the nations and in fellow- Bu 


ship with one another. Further, the more 


that the clergy and laity of the Church of 
England can see the sufferings of the peoples 
of Europe, both friend and foe, with their — 


own eyes, and appreciate the gravity of the | 
spiritual crisis at first hand, the greater will | 
be their share in that spiritual reconstruction | 
which is so urgently necessary. 


general relief work in ~Europe which has 
already commenced, and will be done on an 
increasing scale, as ‘the war comes to an end 
and the starkness of the need becomes more 
and more evident. The Commission also ae 
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The’ Com- — 
mission would like to see-members of the — 
‘Church of England taking a full share in the 


great emphasis on the importance of develop- 


ing personal links between the Church of 
England and the suffering Churches in 
Europe, by such methods as exchange of 
visits between representative British and 
Continental churchmen and exchange of 
theological students as soon as conditions 
render this possible. 

“We must not forget that the contrast 
is profound between the experience of those 
who have lived or are living in the occupied 
countries and the experience of those, like 
the British and the Americans, whose coun- 
tries have not suffered occupation, with the 
‘physical and spiritual cruelties which the 
Nazi domination imposes on the inhabitants. 
The Commission is of opinion that not only 
would it be of value if delegates from the 
Church of England and from other Churches 
in Great Britain were to visit France and 
Belgium as soon as may be, and other lately 
occupied countries to which access can be 
obtained, but also that it would be an 
immense help to the Church of England, and 
to other Churches in Great Britain, if their 
fellow Christians in the Resistance move- 
ments and generally from the occupied 
countries could come to Great Britain as soon 
as possible, and visit the dioceses, parishes 
and congregations with a view to imparting 
to British Christians something of the life 
which they have lived. Spiritually the people 
of Great Britain and the Dominions, no less 
than the people of the U.S.A., are likely to 
be receivers rather than givers.” 

Recommendations of the Report included 
a proposal that the Church of England should 
aim at raising £250,000 during the next seven 
years.. No ecclesiastical limitations were 
laid down but all were to be allowed to ear- 
mark their contributions as they desired. A 
further proposal was that each diocese 
should be asked to suggest a fitting propor- 
tion of the total of the £250,000 as its own 
target. 

The Bishop of Chichester briefly sum- 
marized the Report, laying stress on the 
spiritual need and opportunity in Europe 
and emphasizing the fact that the British 
Churches, though at the moment materially 
better off than the Churches in the occupied 
and liberated countries, stood to gain and to 
learn much from the spiritual fellowship 
from the Churches which had endured and 
suffered so bravely. 

Canon J. A. Douglas, D.D., Secretary of 
the Church of England Council on Foreign 
Relations, supported the proposal in a mov- 
ing speech. He emphasized the opportunity 
for a great gesture of Christian love and 
charity. He urged that no ecclesiastical 
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boundaries or limits ‘should be set to the 
outgoing of this act of brotherly Christian | 


compassion. The ordinary people of the Eng- 
lish parishes, he said, would rise to the | 
opportunity of helping the ordinary people 
of the towns and villages of Europe and 
would welcome the opportunity to help them > 
rebuild their Christian institutions. 

The Bishop of Chelmsford said that the 
question which had to be decided was whether 
Europe was going to remain in any real 
sense a Christian continent and urged that 
if there was to be any chance of this the 
Christian Churches must be given an oppor- 
tunity to rebuild their life in full vigour. 
Much had been heard, he said, and rightly - 
heard, of the Underground Movement in 
Europe, but we should not forget the above © 
ground movement which was the Christian — 
Churches which had openly resisted. They — 
had no weapons and for them there could 
be no secrecy. The words in Hebrews xi 
(“Time would fail me if I should tell of 
those who through faith subdued kingdoms, ~ 
wrought righteousness . . .”) had been al-— 
most literally fulfilled in Europe during 
recent years. The least that could be expected — 


was that Churches which had been spared — 
the evils of occupation would do their best 4 
to help those who had not been so fortunate. | 
In supporting this appeal the Church of Eng- — 
land would be in line with a long tradition © 
of generous assistance to the Churches of 
Europe. 2 
The Assembly accepted the Report and © 
pledged itself to endeavour to raise the sum ~ 
of £250,000 as suggested in the Report of the i 
Commission. { 
THE CHURCH AND THE FORCES i 
A Message of Greeting from the a 
Church Assembly y 
During the recent Church Assembly, the © 
Bishop of Rochester (Dr. Chavasse) pre- © 
sented a Report of the Church Assembly — 
Commission on Evangelism suggesting ways 
of welcoming home men and women return- — 
ing from war service and helping in their 
resettlement. Many of them, he said, would — 
find life rather flat and forlorn, having lost 
the fellowship of the Services, and often 
failing to discover any worth-while purpose 
in their daily work. It was for the Church 
to help to supply the living fellowship of 
which they stood in need. One recommenda-— 
tion was that a centre should be established 
to advise on the possibility of Christian 
service and the requisite training. Educa- 
tion in sociology and economics (required 
for Government appointments and for indus- 


rial and commercial posts) was still almost 
y materialistic in character, or even 
i-religious. Lectureships might provide 
mn opening for Christian research in 
sociology, and dioceses might run schools for 
Christian leadership. 

On Dr. Chavasse’s proposal the following 
message was sent from the Assembly to 
serving men and women :— 

“The Church of England gathered for its 
spring Assembly sends greetings at this 
momentous hour to its sons and daughters 
on war service. You are not forgotten, your 
names are remembered before God each week 
in your home church. We pray God to sup- 
port. you and protect you. We also pray for 
a speedy victory, that soon we may welcome 
you home and thank you, and we earnestly 
look for your leadership and comradeship 
in days to come as we prepare to work for 
the rest of our lives for a Christian Eng- 
land and a Christian world.” 


DEATH OF THE REV. W. T. ELMSLIE 


Cicumenical Christian circles in many 
countries will hear with deep regret of the 
death of the Rev. W. T. Elmslie by enemy 
action. Mr. Elmslie was General Secretary 
of the English Presbyterian Church and was 
one of England’s most well-known and 
trusted workers in the field of international 
friendship and cecumenical Christian co-op- 
eration. : : 

He had great gifts of character and judg- 
ment and was himself a shining example of 
the love and friendliness which he stood for 
in Church and international relationships. 

As Chairman of the International Depart- 
ment of the British Council of Churches he 
held a position of unique influence. After 
the death of Dr. Paton and. Archbishop 
Temple, Elmslie remained one of the few 
pre-war Christian leaders in England with 
wide cecumenical experience and contacts. 
His death is felt as a grievous blow to the 
cecumenical cause which has already suffered 
severely during the war years. 

Mr. Elmslie acted as Secretary of ‘‘Chris- 
tian Reconstruction in Europe” until the 
present Secretary, Rev. Ronald Allen, was 
appointed and his enthusiasm and judgment 
have contributed much towards the efforts 
which are now being made by the Christian 
Churches of Britain on behalf of European 
Christian Reconstruction. 

He was particularly loved by the foreign 
clergy stationed in London. As a Presby- 
terian he had specially close links with the 
Reformed Churches of France, Holland and 
Switzerland. His death at this stage of the 


war appears to human eyes as an unrelieved 
tragedy. Only the firm faith in the over- 
ruling providence of God and the conviction 
that His purposes must triumph over every 
obstacle will suffice to strengthen the hands 
of those who must take up Mr. Elmslie’s 
work. 

Other prominent churchmen, well known 
in cecumenical circles, lost their lives or were 
injured in this incident. Among the killed 
were the Rev. R. H. Tribe, of the Society 
of the Sacred Mission, and the Rev. Douglas 
James, Secretary of the Presbyterian 
Foreign Mission. 


CLERGY AND ACTIVE RESISTANCE 
IN OCCUPIED COUNTRIES 


It is well known that Christian Churches 
in occupied countries have taken different 
views as to how far clergy and church peo- 
ple should be actively engaged in direct mili- 
tary action against the occupying power. In 
Denmark, particularly, clergy have taken 
an active part in direct physical resistance 
just as they have suffered directly from Nazi * 
persecution, notably by the murder of Pastor 
Kaj Munk. 

The following extract from a Danish 
underground paper on the subject reveals 
the urgency and poignancy of the matter 
and the strenuous efforts being made by 
Danish Christians to discover the true path 
of Christian duty in a situation full of moral 
difficulties. It arose from a German attack 
on the Danish Pastor Sandbeek, for alleged 
Resistance work. 


Priest as the Leader of a Political Murder 
Group 


“It is difficult to understand that people 


get scruples and are offended in finding a 
clergyman in the active line, when they 
in principle sympathize with the fight for 
freedom. .Is the clergyman, too good to do 
his part of the necessary work? Shall the 


clergyman and the Christians take the same > i 


attitude as the missionary-minded peasant, _ 
who did not dare to do the most essential © 
work on a Sunday, and therefore employed — 
a ‘little godless boy’ to attend to this. Is the 
Freedom Front to become our ‘little godless — 
boy,’ who does the most necessary and essen- 
tial work, which has to be done, while we are 
sitting piously with our hands in the lap 
and reap the harvest of their toil, at the — 
same time as we feel we are better than | 
they are, and take slight offence of them? | 
“Let us not for one moment forget that 


there is a state of war between Denmark we on % 


and Germany, and that it is the duty of 


every Danish citizen to take par 
to quicken the German defeat an 


tion of Denmark. This goes also for. the ctit 
Christian Dane, because this is not a national thar 
fight only, but much more a fight against a’ 


heathen anti-Christian ideology, which will 


destroy Christianity, if it gains the power 


of its intention. No Christian needs to doubt 
this, because there are too many clear state- 
ments by the leading Nazi circles to this 
effect. That a clergyman takes part in this 
fight not only by means of speech but with his 
life at stake—in action, ought to be a natural 
thing to us. Does this offend us? Then there 
is something wrong with us.. There are peo- 
ple who understand that it is a bitter neces- 
sity to render informers and traitors harm- 
less, but they do not see that realizing this, 
they are part of the consequences. That 
informers must be rendered harmless is quite 
simple and evident: Self defence! It would 
simply mean murder of many a good fellow 
Dane to allow these noxious animals to carry 
on. And not only this, but their activities 
weaken the effect of the Resistance Move- 
ment by bringing about uncertainty and 
turmoil. One informer alone is much more 
dangerous than a hundred Gestapo men. ~ 

“The law bids a person to do everything 
in his power to save the lives of others! Yes, 
one can be punished, if one neglects to do so, 
with everything within one’s means. But 
conditions have clearly. shown us that in 
order to save lives, it can be necessary to 
take lives. It is a terrifying position to be 


_ forced into. But at the moment we have no 


other way in dealing with these informers 
than to kill them, because their activities 
have cost the lives of many Danes, meant 
prison to some and terrible torture to others. 
It has weakened the Resistance Movement 
time after time. We cannot report them to 
the police, we cannot have them imprisoned. 
The only way in which we can stop their 
activities is by .taking their lives. But the 
realization of this leads to certain conse- 
quences. It obliges. Has one understood that 
it is an inevitable necessity to render the 
informers harmless, then one ought to share 
the responsibility with those who judge and 
execute these persons. Yes, one must oneself, 
if needed, pass the sentence and execute. If 


~ one refrains from this it shows an indirect 


condemnation of those people, who on our 
behalves undertake this grave responsibility. 
Perhaps clergyman Sandbeek has taken part 
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people?» This tends to assure that matters © 
are not dealt with lightly, but honestly and 


‘not allowed: to leave to the ‘little godless — 


‘bishop of York (who met Bishop Azariah 


to him. ‘it not to 
to have responsible Chiristian: men Ag fill such }} 
positions, rather than brutal and — primitive | | 


minutely. Here is something which we pa | 


boy,’ the matter is too serious for that. q 
“Perhaps it was just as well that this | 
announcement was published on the front | 
page of our newspapers—in the most hon- 4 
oured place. If the announcement is correct | 
then one can read between the lines the 
story of a good Danish clergyman, who was % 
not satisfied to fight with the sword of the 
words, but had to join his fortune with the — 
people, who with their lives at stake, fight 
against the oppressor, who tramps on every- | 
thing that is holy to us. This is nothing for 

the Church to be ashamed of, on the con- 
trary, it is something. of which we can be 
proud. This has not blotted the name of 
clergyman Sandbek, though this was the || 
intention of the Germans, when they kicked | 
the fallen man. But their intentions will be | 
put to shame.” a 


MEMORIAL SERVICE TO THE 
BISHOP OF DORNAKAL 


During the sessions of the Church 
Assembly a service of Thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Dr. V. S. Azariah, Bishop 
of Dornakal, South India, from 1912-1945, 
was held in St. Margaret’s Church, West- 
minster. The service was well attended by 
members of the Assembly and by representa- 
tives of British missionary societies. The 
service was conducted by Canon A. C. Don 
and the Bishop of Tinnevelly. The Arch- 


during the Madras Conference and on other 
occasions) gave an address. He said that the 
Bishop had left two memorials, one in stone, 
a Cathedral built in the Indian style of archi- 
tecture and the other in the thousands of his 
fellow Indians whom he had won to the 
Christian faith. 

Prayers were said for the Church in India 
and for those councils of unity and fellow- 
ship, Indian and international, now bereft of 
their leader oe pre 


